EXTREMES MEET

dictionary again. "The rule makes it 'entitle useful
and often inaccurate.' They must mean ' entirely use-
less/ I'm afraid. Yes, that's what it was/' he said, after
wrestling with the decoding for another five minutes.
" The old boy sounds a bit ratty."
Waterlow read the second telegram :

The information lately received from W has been
entirely useless and often inaccurate. The attention of
W is drawn to this in the expectation that he will employ
more religious agents . . .

" More religious agents ? " he repeated.

" That's what the rule makes it/' said Crowder apolo-
getically. " I thought it sounded a bit funny. But they
want so many funny things nowadays that . . ."

" Obviously it should read ' reliable/ you ass/' Water-
low snapped.

more reliable agents in future. With regard to the
statement in the last report from agent Number 29,
that Goeben and Breslau were quite undamaged, the
Vice - Admiral is satisfied from the reports of his
observers that in the last air-raid on Constantinople
several direct hits were secured on both ships.

" It's a pity these flying chaps don't have to bring
back the coconuts/' Waterlow scoffed. " Several direct
hits! Perhaps 4yes.' Perhaps 'no,' Well, it's no use
arguing with the old boy. And he won't think much of
our information until both ships bob out of the Dardan-
elles one morning and make him late for lunch."

" 29'$ usually pretty reliable, and he was quite clear
that neither of the ships was even touched. In fact,
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